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PACTS ABOUT THE GAS TRUST.

The comlldltlon lﬁl Vlohlu the Con-
stitution at the Outset by Its

Faulty

e ——

Violates the Constitution in Taking Away

the Right of a City to Grant
Franchises, and

Gives the Trust the Right to Charge Three

Dollars per
for

1,000 Feet
Gas.

Provisions of the Ordinances Granting Fran
chises to Various Consolidated Companies
in This City.

One of Them Was Forfeited for Non-Com-
pliance with Contract Back
in 1802.

8ome Interesting Information Which the OCity
OCouncil S8hould Call For from Various
Officials.

The Gas Trost pald 2250,000 to mem-
bers of the Fortieth General Assembly
of Nllnols for o Inw umder which It
conuld rob the people 1o ftx heart's con-
tent,

But it overlooked a fow polots that
even bribery conldn’t cover up,

Bection 13 of Artlcle 4 of the Const!-
tution of Hlinols declares that noe sub-
Jeot por embraced 1 the thle of a bill
shall become a law, There nre some
subjects in the by of the Infamous
gas-cousolidation amd frontage bill not
embraced In the title,  Hence the law §s
vold,

THI® LAW, known ns the “GAS8
CONBOLIDATION ACT.” cmipowered
all existing gas companies to consoll-
date with and merge Into a single cor-
poration, “which =hall be one of sald
merging  amwd  consolldation  corpora-
tlons." and lnasmuch as this ACT, con-
veying purported authority, grants to
all then existing gas companles In the
ciy of Chicago certaln exclusive rights
and privileges, not comtempliated by o
given them by any ordlunnes of  the
Chicago City Counnell, aml as the vight
1o Issue franehlses and preseribe torms
for privileges granted thereby s ex.-
'll’i'nhl.\' reservidd o and held to be In-
herent fn the Clty Connell by the 8tate
Constitution of 1870, wildel provides
that the Rtate Leglslnture shall not
grant and cannot convey rights  and
pl'i\'iln-m-- I the streoets of eltlos to cop-
porations or lndividuals, exeept by aml
with the copsent of the local anthorl-
ties (neaning the Ciry Counelly, I Is
unconstitutionnl on that palnt,

LET US LOOK AT ROME PERTI- |
NENT FACTR relating to this polut: |

In ordinances passed by the Chicago
Clty Conuell, -prior to the passage of
the “Gas Comsolldation
der amd by vietue and exlstence  of
such ordinances, certaln bonds, con-
tracts, privileges and obligations were
assumed by certaln gas companles, In
return for franclises granting them |
provisional rights i the nse and ocen-
pancy of the strects, always subject,
bowever, to the resetvations beld In
sald ardinanees for the benefit and pro-
tection of the people comprising  the
umnlelpaiity of Chleago, the intemnt amd
object of which provisions s apparent
and well kuown, and In such  ordl-
pancves [t Is expressly stated, reserved
nmd provided, to wit:

1. CONSUMERS GAS, FUEL AND |
LIGHT COMPANY.— A perpetual fran
chise passd April 2%, 1882, granting
the corporation the right to the use
and ocenpancy of the steeets, Iy return
for whilch the corporation agreesd and
bonnd itself by bond and varlous pen-
altles, to |ar.\’ all fesders gl serviee
pipes at the thne of laying mnin plpes,
without sulssguent disturbanee of the
surfuce or pavements: to extend s
mwadn pipes, when ofderesd By o major-
ity of the City Counell, in any block,
one-half of which shall be Improved by
bulldings: that the corporation should
ot extemd its pipes bevond the ciry,
ar allow any connections to be mpnle
with {ts plpes to supply gas to any con
simers outslde of the oity; that |t
shiould not charge more thinn 25 conts
per foot for serviee plpes
generm] cousminers of gos more than
5170 per 1Lovn cable feet, ziving con
wimners of more than HONK cubile foet
J®F Year a bpter of 20 celts et 1.00ma
ouble foer: thnt sald company slionld
he subject to all existing general oy
dinunees colcernlng gas: thint the chty
shioub] hove the rlght 1o lnspect meters
and that the gus supplicd should e of
thes undform averiage of W spepen can

et ellirgse

s, burning 120 gralns e hour o a
Sefoor burner; thar  the  company’s
vights and  privileges  provislonally

siled b forfelted unless with-
voears from date of noe
of the ordionnee 46 Ll erected ol
bl In operntion works and nins saf.
fielent to disteibute ten milllon cuble
foet 0f gias every thivty days, sald
wiorks to cost not less than S50 00H
that i sald company sthould divectly or
Indirevtly sell, le a-. or transfer s
fenncdiise and privilege = tu any other
Has colijeiny or oo Iilnllll' <, 0Or
mnnfacture and fornlsh gas for a
period of more than el onsecitive
days; or If It should fall or refuse io

wranted =h
i Lhirese

Wb st Lie

Aet,” and un- |

plianee

itx rights and privileges should cease
and be of no more effect and that this
termination “shall not be required the
Judgment or decree of any court:” that
the price charged for gnx should never
excead the rate named In the ordinance
and that it would nelther sell nor
lease It fravehlse or privileges and
would not enter fnto any combinntion
with nny gns company concerning rate
or price to be charged for gas amd
should give boud of E500,000 to satisfy
nny danages to the elty of Clhilengo or
any consumer of Its gas who should
suffer through violatlon of any obll-
gatlons, or conditlons of the orlinanee,
the linbility not to be limited by the
amount of the pennlty of sald bond,

2. EQUITABLE GAS LIGHT AND
FUEL COMPANY.—An  ordinance
granting a perpetual franchise, passed
Aug, 10, 1885, authorizing the company
te constrnet, operate and  malntaln
works, lay mains and service pipoes,
the company agreelng to charge not
more than 25 cents per foot for serviee
pipes: to charge not more than %1.75
per LOOO cuble feet for gas, with o re-
bate of 25 cents per 1,000 feet to all
users who consumed over 100,000 cuble
1l‘m-r per annum: “any attempt to col-
leet a greater rate woulidl work a for-
feliure of all rights and privileges;”
{that meters and quallty of gas shall be
Psubject to Inspectlon amd tests: that
malns should be extended upon de-
mumd by two-thirds vote of the Coun-
tell In any bloek three-fourths of which
{ shall be Improved by bullding: that
[ the company should expend luul.lm
within the first twelve months and lay
maing and distribute within three years
| gas to the extent of Ten Milllon feet
every thirty days; that If sald company
shall at any time enter Into any com-
bluatlon divectly or Indirectly, with any
gas company or companles, concerning
| rate or price for gas, or shall divectly
or indivectly sell, or transfer its rights
and privileges, all Its rvights and privi-
[ leges undeor lix franchlse, withour any
Judgment or decree of any court, shall
fully cense and terminate absolutely,
and the company was vequired before
the ordinance beecame operative to glve
n bond of K100,000 ps surety to the cliy
| oF nny cousumer of lts gas for any dam-
age they might sustain by veason of any
| fatlure of the company to perform any
| or single of the obligations Imposed by
Its charter, sald bond not to be set ap
as the Hmit of Hability,

UNIVERSAL GAB COMPPANY.—An
| ordinance for a fAfty-year rranchise,
passed by the Councll July 28, 1804,
which provided expressly that the com-
piny should not charge general con-
sumers 1o exceed &1 per 1,000 cuble
feet, and that upon this charge the
| Universal shoulil pay the cliy 10 per
cent, of lts gross receipts, aml If, oy
when, the company should reduee the
price 1o 80 cents or less, the company
should be veleased from paying the
ity any percentage.  This company
was required to expend S100,000 njan
It works amd malos within  twelve
months, and within three years to umve
o plant capable of supplylug 1o con
suers ten milllon feet of gas overy
thirty days: the company was requived
to  deposit ¥100.000 In cash with the
City Comptroller and give bowds of
S100,000 adddditional for faithful compli-
ance with all provisions of the ordin-
anee;  agres that  the e namel
shonlil never be exeeedsd; that  the
compiny woulld not ent*r into  any
combluation with any other gas com-
pany: and shat its Habilhty  for uany
damnge resulting to the elty or consum
ers  for any damage resalting o the
ety or consumers for any infraction
of the provisions of its franchise wonld
uot be Hmlted by Its bowd: all npon
e express condition that the eom-
pany shonlil not sell, lease, transfer s
privileges or enter into any comblina-
tlon s to priee with any other trust
or corporation, and the COmMPInY  spue-
ciffeally ngrees that for any vielation
of 1ts obligations te the elty or consum-
ers, s plant, mwabinery, tools and ap-
plinneces sholl rovert and belong 1o the
| elry, without intervention or process of
[ law; and It Is expressly provided that
the clty shall have the right o pur-

extend Its malo plpes when requested | chase the plant entire at an appralsed

to do #o by a majority of the Council,

value at the end of (fty ycars,

TEE OCHICAGO HAGILH

OGDEN GARf COMPANY.—An or-
dinance passed Feh, 25, 1805, granting
a fifty-yenr franchise, subject to all
general ordinances regarding gas com-
panles then In force, the company
agreelng to charge a fixed maximnin
price of (0 cents per 1,000 cuble feet
to genernl consumers and 73 cents to
the city, or 810 per anminm for each
street lnmp consuining four cuble feot
per hour, Including the labor of lght-
Ing and extinguishing the same, the
clty expressly reserving s require
ments of this labor as a part of the con-
sideration for the ordinance: also that
the compnny shall pay the clty not loss
than 34 per cent. of Ite gross recelpts:
make a statement nunually under oath
of its gross recelpts to the Comptroller,
who shall have free access to Its hooks
at all times; submit it meters to in-
spection and quality of gas to test, nw
preseribed: expend on ts works at lenst
100,000  within twenty-four months
from acceptance of ordinance; manu-
facture and distribute five milllon feet
of gaus every thirty days within three
years from date of neceptance; and the
ordinance preseribes as necepted that
the price to consumers shinll never ex-
coed the rate preseribed by the ordin-
anee;  that the company  shall not
charge nny person for service pipe, bhut
shinll lny the same nt Its own expense,
amd the company agrees and dld glve
bond of £100,000 as surety that all the
provisions of the ordinance swhall be
fulthfully earrled out, under unlimited
linbility for damages, and that at the
expliration of the lfe of the ordinance
the ety shall have the right of fran-
chise at an ngreed appraised value,

CHICAGO ECONOMIC FUVEL GAR
COMPPANY. ~An  ordinance  passed
July 31, 1801, conveying n franchise for
fifty years for the supply of both man-
ufnctured amd natural gas, upon the
same genernl provisions amd  require-
ments governing the other compandos,
especinlly the provision of Rection 12,
which provides that In ease the sakl

files with the ordimmnces passed amd
franchise cotitrnets mutually  entered
into by the elty and gas  companles,
which Iatter gained valuable pights
and privileges thereby, and wlhose du-
ties and obligations, as well ax  the
rights of the elty and of {12 cltigens, are
therein specified, reserved and  pre.
seribed,

CAN RAI&RE THE PRICE. The IN-
FAMOUR “GAR CONSOLIDATION"
ACT provides that after one year the
GAN TRUST may charge any rate
charged by any company with which
merger or consolidation Is made, nx,
for Instnnee, with the PEOPLE'S (GGAR
LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY,
which hne a perpetual franchise from
the ®iate and may charge as much ns
RLTO per 1,000 cuble feet to the clty
aml £ per 1,000 feet to general con-
sumers, thenceforth and forever,

RUTREMECOURT AGAMNNT
THEM, The Minoix Supreme Court
has liekd and deelded that an ordinance
granting franchise privileges Ix n con-
tract by mutoal consent, and the riglt«
nid privileges so granted are consddor-
ntlons In the same, and evaslon or re-
pudintion of the spirit and letter of the
contract or auy change therefrom un-
less by cotsent constitutes n forfeltnre
of rights, aml, ns it hos always been
held o propositon In both English and
Ameriean lmw that “ACTS conferring
specinl privileges upon or gramting pub-
lle property to private Individuals or
corporations  are  construed  steictly
agalnst the grantees nnd In favor of
the Bate” or the municipality,

MENACE TO ALL. Scction 0 of
the GAN CONNOLIDATION ACT
I retroactive, and provides that

“uny corporation purchasing or lens-
lng the property of any other com-
puny shall be subject to and perform
for ench of the compaunies so entering
Into =ald ngreement the legal OBLIGA-
TIONB now resting upon each of them
respectively under thelr charters and
ordinances” * # & 4y the same man-

HON. JOHN P. McGOORTY, .

The Faithful, Honest Cbhicego 'l::::. Who I+ for Munioipal Owner-
p.

compnny shoukd at any time in uny
manner enter Into a combination di-
rectly or Indrectly with any other gas
conmpany, 1ts ordinance aml privileges
should become null and vold and all
rlgits revert to the oty wlthout refer-
ence to any court or legal appeal, The
company agreed to chhrge for Hlmmd-
nating gos $1,10 per 1,000 cuble feet,
with 10 cents reduction per 1,000 feet
for prompt payment, and 60 cents per
1,000 for natural and fuel gas, with
10 cemts reduction for prompt payment;
agrecing and contracting also to pay
the clty 3 per cent, on gross receipts
from Hhuminating gas and 5 per cent,
on gross recelpts from sale of natural
or manufactured fuel gns, and to fur-
nish gas to the clty for $17.00 per street
Inmp post per year,

ON THE 2TH DAY OF FERBRRU-
ARY, 1802, a preamble and resolution
wis passed by the Clty Counell, re-
pealing the above Chleago Econommie
Fuel Gas Company ordinanee, and
declaring all pipes naml connectlons in
the streets of the elty to be clty proper-
ty, In accordance with the provisions
of the ordinance regarding forfelture,
and upon the gronnd that a majority of
the stock of sald company had passed
into the hmmds of the Gas Trust,

THE OGDEN, It Iy now currently
reported, and there are grounds for he-
lief, thnt the Ogden Gas Compauy lins
entercd upon o contract with the Gas
Trust ngroving not to extend s plant
or plpes any further for o period of
hiree years,

ALL EVADE THE LAW, All of the
nbove  companles  aml  corporations
linve evaded the plain letter nmd legal
regirdrcments of thelr franehises nml
by the terms of sald franchises have
forfelted every pighy aml privilege con-
teaeted for with the elty aml conveyel
provisionally by ordingnes,

VIOLATE FRANCIHIRES, 1t is pro-
vided fo an ACT regulating the comdi-
tious for the graming of vights  and
privileges for Hghting aud heatlng pur-
poses by eltles, also passed by the late
AOTH ARSEMBLY, tnat no gns come-
pany I futnre shall be grautal privi
leges of hullding or extenslon of mnins
aned plpes, except they secure petidons
signed by owners of more than ones-
half the frontage of each mille aud frae.
ton of 4 mlle of any street or alley,
which requirement is desigued 1o pros
teet the merge companles in thely ile-
gal ovaslon of eontract obillgations,
aidd prevents any competdtion, though
the organlzation and operation of Hew
comrpandes, now and forever n the fu-
ture, and sald ACT Is directly in con.

ner and to the same extent as If the
companles had remained individual and
distinetr,” and, providing, however,
“that nothing In this act shall be con-
stried ns extinguishing sald companles
entering Into the agreement or agree-
ments mentioned, or annulling or -
palring any of thelr vespective fran.
chises, llcenses or privileges, but that
they shall severally be regarded ns still
subsisting, so far as thelr continunnce
for the purpose of upholding any right,
title or Interest, power, privilege or Im-
munity ever exerclsed or enjoyed by
any of them, may be necessary for the
protection of thely respeetive creditors
or mortgngees, or any of them'—and
BECTION 10, of the ACT, which Ix n
violutlon of the letter of the Constitu-
tion, In that s attempts to supersede
the rights expressly vested In the Clty
Councll by the Constitution, In relation
to grant privileges in the streets of the
clty, and would destroy the vested
rights and property Interests of the
city and llabilitles and obligntions to
the clty and its cltigens assumed hy
the gns companles, nnder thelr ordi-
nances and franchise contracts, by pro-
Viding that “the purchase and sale o
lease, or consolldation and merger,
shall not be held or construed as a vio-
latlon of the provision of nny ordinance
or bond given thereunder,” thereby en-
deavorlng 1o protect the evaxive and
dishonest gas companies at the ex-
pense of the legal apd equitable rights
of the clty and Jts citigens.

READ AND PONDER, This same
CONBOLIDATION ACT, In BECTION
10, provides that “in ease the property
sold, or leascd, or acquired through
consolldation or merger, 18 subject to
mortgnge O OTHER LIEN, such
morignge ar other Hen shall be and re-
maln a lien upon ALL PROPERTY
s sold, purchased, leased or AC-
QUIRED, so that the same shall be
Halile for and respoud (to the payment)
of such mortgage or other Nen exists
Ing at the time of sueh sale or lease,"
and “Any corporation purchasing or
leasing the renl estate amd personal
property of auy other company or com-
pianles * ¢ * gl PAY
CHARGE all debts and LIABIL ll'lHt
of ench of the companies, * * * g
netlons may be bhrought and malntaln-
od aud recovery had therefore angalnst
the company so purchasing or leasing,
or ngalnst sueh consolldated corpora-
ton," andin BECTION 11 1t Is provided
that the couscildated corporation, or
GAS TRUST. “shall furnish gas to con.

‘| ble to forfelture of

sumoers ar good in quality as it fur
nished previous to such purchase or'soon

lease, and shall not Increase the price
charged by It for gas of the quality
furnished to consumers during ANY
PPART OF THE YEAR IMMEDIATE-
LY PRECEDING such purchase or
lenne, or such CONSOLIDATION,” un.
der penalty (section 12) of Liability IN
DAMAGER THEREFOR to the PER-
HON AGUGRIEVED, and shall, for each
offense, forfelt two hundred dollars, In
an action for debt, in the name of the
people of the Btate of Illinols, or by
any person who may sue for the same,
and such company shall also be linble
to proceedings QUO WARRANTO for
violntion of elther of sald provisions,
and If ndjudged gullty the court may
glive Judgment of ouster from ltx fran-
chise, UNLENS THE COMPANY
SHALL CEASE AND DIRCONTINUE
such violatlon, as and when determined
by the court,” thereby attempting In
the last paragraph to destroy any re-
course by the city or by the people as
to continwous intermittent violatlons of
franchise restrletions and requirements
ax to price, quality and Inxpection of

Kns,

The Chy Connell should ask for the
following Information:

1. The Comptroller shold he direetsl
to report forthwith te the Council, at
Itx next regular mecting. what, It any,
recelpts have come to the cliy from
gas companles under the provisions of
any of the gas ordinnnees; what, If
any, street lamps are being suppilod
with gns by the Ogden Gas Company;
capaclty of the plant, and If =ald ¢om-
pany or any other s performing the
lnbor of lighting amd extinguishing
sald lamps, and what, If any, contrncis
have boen let to gas comparies for sup-
plying the clty with gas, together with
the name, or names, of sald company,
or companles, and the amount of which
sald contenets have been let, anid hy
whnt anthority,

2. The Corporation Counsel and the
Comptroller shiould be lnstrneteld to ros
port forthwith to the Coanell whether,
In necordance with the provislons nnd
requirements of the resolution of Feb,
20, 1802, the franchise of the Economle
Gas Company wns duly forfelted and
Its plpes and equipment recoversd to
the elty, and, whether any permit has
been  Issued granting any other com-
pany the use of sald plpes, and also
whether any measures have been taken
to recover to the clty its rlghts anl In-
terest In the pipes and equipment of
other gax companles, which, by eva-
ston and Infraction of thelr ordinance
and franchise contraets, have forfeitol
“ald feranchise and thelr plant snd
equipment to the elty, and what, If any,
nmeasures have been taken by the ehiy
to recover penal sums on bomdx il
by any of the above named companies
a8 surety and guarantee for the per-
formnnee of thelr obligations (o the
elty and to gax copsumers In genernl,
uinder the terms of any  franchise
whiech any of sald companies throngi
evaslon or noncompllance with all the
terms and requirements of sald fian-
chilne have forfelted,

4 The city gas Inspector should he
Instructed to report forthwith, divect
to the Comnell, what, If any, tests have
been made durlng the past yep: of the
power and Muminating quality of gas,
s requieed by the vavlous gas ordin.
nuces, provislonally granting  streot
amd other privileges o gns companies,
amd If sueh required josts have been
mnde, to state for what eompany, or
companles sald gas was Inspected, ex-
amined and testedd, and where aml by
what process sald gas was manufne-
tured,

4. The Comptroller, the Corporation
Counsel, the Clty Gas Inspector and
the Comminsloner of Publle  Works
shoulil be severnlly Instructed to re.
port forthwith to the Councll, In what,
If any, respect any of the gas compnn.
les granted ordinances and feanchises
by this Counell have violated sald or-
dinauees and have hereby become Ha-
thelr  feanchise
rights and privileges back to the ey,

& The Corporation Counsel should be
directed to communicate with the At
torney General of the Btate and to pes
quest his co-operation and support in
the Innuguration on behalf of the chiy
of Chicage of procecdings In QUO
WARRANTO, for the purpose of dis.
coverlug the present condition and sys.
tem of operation and responsibility un-
der thelr ordinanees nnd franchises of
the varions gns companles nnd the con-
solldatlon of these companles known as
the GAR TRUST, which are operating
under the provisional erdinnnees und
franchises granted them by the Coun-
cll, whth the view of determining In n
court of lnst resort whether the sald
companies, or the sald GAS TRUAT
are legally fulilling their dutles and
obligations to the clty and s clilzons,

!

The Gas Trust had an awful nerve
to buy up the Legislnture and to se-
cure the passage of a measure kllllug
all opposition to It when It had no fran-
chise from Chiengo to do business it
self,

}

If the members of our Leglslature
nre to be regularly bribed, and if the
tribunals of justice fail through cor-
ruption, what will become of popular
Hberty nnd popular vights?

B

The jury bribers are on the run.

)

Clubs to tight the Gas ‘Trust have al-
remdy been organized o the 28th, 15th,
14th, 20th, 21st, 10th, and 15th Wards.
Lot the good work go on!

B

The Gins Trust secks to control the
beneh, Legislature and City Counell,

:

The Democrats will mnke denuncia-
tlon of the Gas Trust a part of thelr
city platform this year. Now what
will the Republicans do?

3

Why Is It that the dally newspapers

AND  DIR-Type gll talk about the repeal of the

Allen bill, and have nothing to say
about the gas frontage billy

Ji

It will not be long before the people
sottle the Gas Trust,  Mark these
words,

)

Glive the Gas Trust the Leglslature
and tha Bench, and the people will

1

'RUDOLPH HURT,
Tailor and Hatter.,

693 BLUE ISLAND AVE., CHICAGO.

(Batween 18th and 19th Bls.)

Uniforms of All Kinds a Specialty.

PRICES REASONABLE

MURRAY & CO..

8
Hetablished 18@0,

BLANKETS

SQUARE WOOL, all prices,

DUCK-LINED, square and
shaped, all grades,

STABLE BLANKETS, lined
and unlined, all styles and
qualities, cut to it and
guaranteed to stay on.

WATER«=PROOF Hores and
Wagon Covers.

WHITE DUCK Horse and Wae
gon Covers,

CHEMICAL DUCK Hors asnd
Wagon Covers.

ANYTHING that can be made
out of Duck or Canvas,

' Note change of address:

333 S. CANAL ST.

W. D. CURTIN & CO,,

Undertakers
Embalmers
and Livery...

OFFICKE®S,:

148-180 Wells Street, 176 CGrand Avenue,
Telophene Nerth 680, Telephene Maln B804,

LIVERY: 148 and 1560 Wells Street.

Offices Open Day and Nighw

JOHN ADANK,

Livery, Boarding,

—_———AND ==

SALE STABLES.

33! and 333 Webster Ave. (Tel. North 8486.)

CHAS. BURMEISTER,
UNDERTAKER!

303 Larrabee Street,

Telephone North 188, CHICAQO, ILL.

R. K. BLOAN,

SLOAN & CORNISH,
Livery and 3
Undertaking. QIyracocr

2821 and 2823 Archer Ave., Chicago.
Telephone Yards 721,

J, CORNISBH,

Hearses, Carriages and Buggies. Orders Promptly
Attended to Day and Night,

M. DROSDOWITZ,

Wholesale and Retail

MILLIN ERY.

800 -ll-'AlmlI AVE.

Thls weil-kngwn millimery firm bas #ﬂ“ﬂ

g ”;'E‘..:'J “\" N FARHS

{




